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WAHOO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

WAHOO, NEBRASKA

STUDENT PARENT HANDBOOK
This handbookis presented with the hopethat it will hdp students and parents become more
familiar with our school. It containsinformation and details aboutthe day-to-day opeation of
theschool. If you have questions please call thebuilding prindpd, Jane Wiebold (443-4250)

or your child'steacher.
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MISSION OF THE WAHOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

"THE MISSION OF THE WAHOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, WITH THE SUPPORT OF OUR
COMMUNITY ISTO DEVELOP CAPABLE AND RESPONSIBLE LIFE-LONG
LEARNERS'

SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

It isthebasic philosophy of the Wahoo Public Schools that there should be provisonsfor a set
of common learning skills, habits, attitudes, and character traits essential to our culture; thus
ingpiring all studentsto act in theinterest of the general welfare and to assume a mature
responsbility for thar own actsin owr democratic sodety.

Theeduationd program is to have such breadth and depth asto chdlengethe more capable as
well asto develop all other studentsto their maximum capabilities. Theeductiond programis
organized and maintained as a unified system of instruction, employing areasonable bdance
among academic subjects and other activities.

STUDENT SECTION
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIESAND RIGHTS
In orde to establish and maintain a positive educationa atmogpheae within our school
certain rules and reguaionsmug befollowed by the students. The following rules and standards
apply to schod and any schod event, whether on or off schod grounds

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Be ontime and prepared for learning

Complete assigned tasks ontime

Strive for academic success

Use work time appropriately

Demondrate respect for people and property
Respondappropriaely to staff member directives
Contribute condructively to community

Interact effectively with others

Fulfill lega requrements

CONDUAWNE

STUDENT RIGHTS

1. Toreceive competent indructionin arelevant curriculum.

2. Toatendaschod whichis clean, safe, and reasonably equipped for learning.

3. Tohaveaframework for student government for student sharingin decision making.

4. To have accessto printed copies of schod reguations.

5. To privacy of persond belongngs provided they are nat injurious to other students or
disruptiveto the learning environment.

6. To apped throughnomal channdls, including coutts or civil authorties any decision of the
school administration.

COMPUTER USE GUIDELINES

1.  Studentswill respect copyright lawvs andwill nat make unauthorized copies of software.

2. Studentswill nat intentionally access information that may be obscene or offensve toward
any other individuas, norwill students place any such information on the network or Internet.

3.  Studentswill respect the security of any computer system or network andwill nat try to




gan unauthorized access to system programs, computer systems, or ancther person( files.

4.  Studentswill nat use the computer systems to disturb or harass other computer users.

5.  Studentswill use the computer equipment to meet instrudiona oljectives nat as
entertainment.

6. Studentswill nat waste or take supplies and will print only when necessary to complete an
assignment.

7. Studentswill nat use the network for financia gain or any commercid or illega activity.
8.  Studentswill nat engage in vanddism, including bypassing security systems harming or
destroying any data onthe WPS nework or the Internet, or intentionally share computer viruses.
9.  Studentswill beresponsible for any damage on any hardware or software.

10. Students mug understand that WPS is notresponsible for any expense incurred or
purchases made while accessing any on-line services.

The violation of any of the above gudelines may result in the suspenson of computer privileges
andor additiond disciplinary consquences.

YOUR SCHOOL FRIENDS

Welcome to Wahoo Elementary School. You School isa special place. At schoolyoulearn
from booksand from other people. Even thoughall the people you meet at school may not
become your best friends you can still get alongwith everyone Remember friendsaren't
aways your own age. Many people have friendsthat are older and younge than they are.
When you come to school remember tha the prindpd, teachers, and the other grownupsare
your friendstoo. These adults are here to hdp you and to teach you. By beng friendly and
polite you will find tha your teachers will become trused and dependable friends

IN CLASS

Classes are the mog important pat of your schoolday. Youwill findtha some classes you
will like more than others, but if you always do your best they will al be more interesting and
you will learn more.

Be sure you are ready with your materials and ready to take pat. There will betimes when
interruptionscause you to wait, please exercise self-control. Bereliable when theteacher is not
watching you.

LUNCHROOM

Do your pat to keep thelundirooma pleasant place. Remember your table mannas while
eating. Don'tforget tha your bodyneedsall kindsof foods try at least alittle of everything
and don'twaste your food. Clean up al pgoes, containas, straws, and sacks when you are
finished.

LIBRARY

While you are in thelibrary/media center, keep your voice in awhisper. Remember, there are
othersworkingin thearea. Take care of all books magazines and materials you borrow. Be
sure to return everything you checkoutontime. You are responsble for thematerials checked
outin your name.

LOCKERS

Keep your lockers clean. The lockers bdong to the schod and may be ingected by the
principa or his’her designee whenever it is deemed necessary to do so. All lockers will be cleaned
prior to checking out the last day of schod.

Lockers will be randamly assignad. Students are to use the lockers that are assigned to



them. Tradinglockers or sharinglockersis not advised

RESTROOMS

Restrooms are not meeting places or placesto visit with your friends Take care of the
restroomand hdp keep them clean. Never mark on thewalls. Always wash your handsbefore
you leave.

SCHOOL PROPERTY

A schoolis public propeaty. It bdongsto thecitizens andisfor theuse of everyonein the
community. Thingsin theschool are therefor your use and for youto take care of. Take pride
in caring for our school, it bedongsto you.

TELEPHONE
Telephones in the school are for busness use, and should be used by students only in the case
of emergendes.

ASSEMBLIES

Assemblies can be enjoyable learning experiences. When you are at an assembly be sure you
give the performers and speakers your attention, and save your talking for later. If youlike
wha you see or hear you may clap your handsat the appropriate time. Remember notto boqg
yell, whistle, or sscomp your feet.

PLAYGROUND

When you use equipment tha bdongsto the school, make sure tha youreturn it when you are
throughplaying with it. Everyoneshould hdp keep the playgroundneat and clean by usng
trash cansfor litter. Help take care of the grass and plants.

Please do not bring any toysfrom hometo school to play with.

BRINGING TREATSTO SCHOOL

Students are allowed to bring treats to school to celebrate ther birthdays, however, these treats
mug be commercially purchased. Thisisfor your protection aswell astheschools. No gumis
allowed at school.

Invitationsto birthday parties may bedistributed on school groundsonly if every student in the
classroomreceives one

GETTING TO SCHOOL AND GOING HOME

WALKING

If youare walking to school be sure to obey traffic rules. Respect private propety. Stay on
sidewalks and don'ttake shortcuts across other peoples propety.

BICYCLES

If yourideyour bike, you mugd obey traffic laws. Use hand signds and give people that walk
therightof way. Please walk your bike on school propaty for the safety of others.



BUS

Remember tha thebusdriver isresponsble for getting everyoneon the busto school and back
home safely. Yourgoodmanneswill hdp them do thar job. Listen to thebusdriver, heisthe
bosonthebus Hewill tell youthebusrules, andit isyou jobto obey them.

SCHOOL BUSSAFETY RULES

PREVIOUSTO LOADING

1. Beontime at thedesignaed school busstops- keep the buson schedule.

2. Stay off theroad at all times while waiting for thebus Busriders condud themselvesin a
safe mannea while waiting.

3. Do notmovetoward the busat the schoolloading zoneuntl the buses have been broughtto
acomplete stop.

4. Wait until the buscomes to a complete stop before attempting to enter the bus

5. No bas, bdls, or persond playgroundequipment on thebus

WHILE ON THE BUS
No food or beverages will be allowed on the busunless they are for a schook

sponored activity.

Keep handsand head inddethebusat all times after entering and untl leaving the bus
Assist in keegping the bussafe and sanitary at al times.

Remember tha loud talking and laughing or unnecessary confuson divertsthedriver's
attention.

Treat busequipment as you would valuable furniture in your own hous. Damageto seats, etc.,
mug be pad for by the offende.

Never tampe with thebusor any of its equipment.

Leave no books lundhes or other articles onthe bus. No bottles of any kind may betaken on
thebus No open beverage cansmay becarried onto the busor consumed while onthebus
Keep books packages, cods, and al other objects out of theaides.

Remain on thebusin case of aroad emergency, uness directed by thedriver to do othewise.
Do not throw anything out of the buswindow

Remain in your seats while thebusis in motion.

Be courteousto fellow pupils, thebusdriver, and thedriver's assistants.

Keep absolutely quiet when approaching arailroad crossing stop.

Parents will benotfied if thereis coninuousmiscondud onthebus Busrider may be denied
theprivilegeof riding.

While you are onthe bus you arein thedriver's charge and you mug obey him promptly and
cheerfully, also, any student assistant tha is officialy designaed.

Inform driver, if posible, when rider will beabsent.

AFTER LEAVING THE BUS

1. Crosstheroad, when necessary after getting off the bus(at least ten feet in front of thebus,
butonly after looking to be sure tha there is notraffic approaching from either direction.

2. Help look after the safety and comfort of small children.

3. Bedert tothedange signd from driver.




4. Do notleave thebusat places othe than theregular busstop unless propea authorization has
been given in advance by parent and school officials.

EXTRA CURRICULAR TRIPS

1. Theaboverules and regulationsas well as thos foundin the student handbookapply to any
trip unde school sponrship.

2. Pupils shdl respect the wishes of a compeent chgperoneappointed by the school.

VIOLATIONS
1. Violationswill bereported to therespective prindpds. Severe violationscould result in the
loss of busriding privileges onatemporary or pemanent basis.

SAFETY TIPS
Whenever possible walk or rideyour bike with afriend.

Go directly to and from school. Don't stop somewhere unless you have your parent's
permission.

If someoneyou know asks you for directions answer quickly from a distance withoutstopping.

Don'taccept aridefrom anyoneunless your parents have given you pemission.
PARENT SECTION

SCHOOL HOURS

Kindagaten-Fifth Grades  First Bell 8:05
Tardy Bell  8:10
Dismissal 3:10

Lundc 11:20-12:35
LUNCH & BREAKFAST PRICES
Milk $ .30
Breakfast $ .80
Lunch $ 1.40
Adult tickets $ 2.25

Notice: Dueto the extra bookkeeping required students will not be allowed to charge

lunches. Please check with your child to be certain that he/she has lunch money each
day! We will be unableto provide a meal for any child not having a ticket.

PTO

TheWahoo Elementary community has a Parent Teacher Organization and would like to invite
youto bean active member. Themeetingsare hdd in the Elementary Library onthefirst
Mondg of each month. Childcare for ages two and up may bearranged with prior notice.

EARLY DISMISSAL




Early dismissals and |ate starts will be published in the school newdetter and our monthly
caenda. Noteswill be sent home whenever possible. On some days prior to vacationsand
parent/teacher conferences school will bedismissed at 1:00 P.M. Please conault the school
annud calenda in this handbookfor further details.

ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

Students should arrive at school no earlier than 7:55 A.M. unless they are asked to come earlier
by ateacher for extraindruction or paticipaionin school breakfast. Special permission for
children to arrive prior to 7:55 A.M. will begranted to thos parentswhofindit absolutely
necessary. Parents wishing to bring children to school earlier than 7:55A.M., should call Jane
Wiebold at 443-425Q Doorsto classrooms will nat be open until 8:05A.M. Students who must
arrive early will besupevised in the gymif the weather isindement or onthe playgrounduntil
8:05A.M.

BREAKFAST PROGRAM

Children are allowed in the school a 7:45to eat breakfast. On Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday cold cereal isserved. On Tuesday and Thursday a hot breakfast is served. Students who
qudify for free or reduced lunch also qudify for free or reduced breakfast.

FIELD TRIPSAND EXCURSIONS

Schooltripsand excursionscan be an important part of theeductiond process. From these
expeiencesfirst hand information is gained which cannotbelearned as well in any other way.
Theschoolwill ask for the parent's written approval for all tripsout of town. Parent volunteers
may berequested and nunmbers limited dueto trangportation limitations

PARENTSRIGHT TO KNOW

Section11190f Title | Schoolsin Nebraska states tha al parents have therightto request the
qudificationsof teachers. You may request a copy of your child'steacher fromthebuilding
princdpd or the Supeaintendent's office.

STUDENT FEES

Students at Wahoo Public School have fees for variousactivities and items. Waivers for any
fees are available from the building prindpd's office. These waivers are based onthefree and
reduced lundh application guiddines. HS and Middle School students who participaein
activities are required to obtain an activity pass which isgoodfor attendance at all activities.
Thecog of thepassis $25per year.

PARENT VISITSTO SCHOOL

Theschool extendsto al parents asincere invitation to visit school at any time. However, to
insure the safety of all students, we require tha you check in the office uponarrival. Please
contact the office before comingto visit so tha we can check theteacher's schedule to insure
tha you may observe the subject of interest.

STUDENT VISITORS




Students from other schools who wish to visit our school mug have the pemission of the
building prinapd prior to thevisit. Vigts, for ashort part of the day, maybe approved for
students who have close relatives visiting from anather town or community if they are about
the same age as the Wahoo Elementary student.

PETSAND SCHOOL

Pets will notbeallowed in the school building or on school grounds Thiswill bestrictly
enforced! We need to consder the possible allergic reactions children may have or the
possibility of abite or scratch froma pet. Fromtime to time the school has animals which the
students do not have an oppatunity to see such asfarm and zoo animals at school. If your
child isalergic to any of these animals please let the school nurse know.

STUDENT DRESS CODE

Students are expected to dress appropriately and in such attire tha does notinterfere with the
ordely opeaation of theschool. Itisimpossibleto make alist of al possible attire choices,
which may cause a distraction, but thefollowing guiddines should be consdered when making
thoe choices:

1. Students should notwear clothing tha istoo revealing of undegaments, private body parts
or midriff.

2. Students should notwear clothing tha advertises something that isillegd for minors or
sexud in naure.

3. Students should notwear hats or head coveringsin the building.

Thestaff and building principa will judgethe appropriateness of a student@ attire. |f
determined to beingpproprate the student will be asked to make the necessary changes and the
student® parent/guadian will be notified. Repeated offenses will lead to more severe
consequences.

Physical Education Attire

Students will berequested to wear tennis shoes on PE days. Tennis shoes are for the child's
safety aswell as protection of our facility. Please see theprindpd if you are unale to secure
tennis shoes.

GRADESAND REPORTS

Thestudentsin grades K-3 are given areport which indicates achievement and citizenship in
each area of the curriculum No letter grades are given until grades4 & 5. In addition to the
written repotts, parent-teacher conferences will behdd and parents may check attendance,
lunch accountbdances and grades (grades 4& 5) on Power Schod. Thefollowingisthe
grading scale:

A 93-100 Excellent

B 86-92 Aboveaverage
C 78-85 Average

D 70-77 Below average
F Below 70 Failing

S Satisfactory



U Unsatisfactory

ATTENDANCE
ARTICLE 2, SECTION a79-201 - compulsory educatonin all Nebraska School Districts: Minimum
required attendance.

ORery person redgding in aschool district within the state of Nelraska who hasalegal or actual
charge or control on any child not lessthansevenyeas of age, shall cawse eachchild to attend school
reqularly. The public, private or denominational or parochial schools eachday that such schools are
openand in session except when excusedby school authorities or unless such child hasbeen graduated
from high school. Theterm shall not be less thannine monthsin ary district.O

Regular student attendanceis a positive and important hahit relatedto acadmic success. Good
attendance demamstratesregponsibility and reflects well on theindividual. At this stage of ayoung
person'slife, school istheir job and is their most importarnt business. The Wahoo Elemertary School
staff is committedto emahling student succes in school and life. The following atendance rulesare
desgnedwith the succes of the studert in mind.

We realzethat student absencesoccur that arelegtimate and unavoidale. The Wahoo
Elemertary School administration desresto promote fair and proper attendance rulesthatrecagnize
student and family need.

Guidelinesand proceduresfor reporting student abserces

A call from a paren or guardianis neededeachday a studert is absernt from school. Thisisnecesary to
assure school personnel that parerts are awarethat the studert did not arrive at school. This also insures
that no misunderganding asto the type of alsence occurs. Plea® call the offi ce before 9:00 A. M.
Parens of students who are absert will be calledif the offi cein not notified Voice mail isavailabe for
parerts to leawe mesageswhenthe offi ceis not staffed.

PROCEDURES

A. After seven (7) days of absenceper semeder, parerts will be notified of the absencesby aletter
from the principal.

B. When studerts miss ten (10) or more days from class and the absenceswere not due to court

placenen or exterdedillness, parens ard studernts will be notified of the absencesby aletter. The
letter will also be sert to the County Attorneyin accardance with State Law, ARTICLE 2, SECTION
a79-201 and WPS School Board Pdicy 503.4.

In theinterest of the safety of your child, please complete the EMERGENCY INFORMATION
CARD andreturn it to school as soonas possible.

TARDIES

Entering school late is distracting to students and staff. Students are expected to be in their
assigneal classroom and prepared to learn by the time the tardy bell has soundel. Arriva to class
after the start of the period will be recorded as tardy unless the student has received a pass froma
staff member. A sudent arriving to class withou the necessary materialswill be consdered tardy.

Starting with the secondtardy in one quarter the student will begin with the first problem-solving
session of the Student Suppot System. Each tardy in the same class durnng the same quarter will
result in the next problem-solving session untl the fourth tardy, which will then be referred to the
principd. The principa will assign a detention and contact the parent. Each additiond tardy in
any class during the quarter will result in detentionsor suspensons and parent natification.

EMERGENCY CARD
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PLEASE FILL OUT THE ENROLLMENT/EMERGENCY CARD THAT WILL
ACCOMPANY THISHANDBOOK. IT ISIMPORTANT THAT YOU FILL OUT
BOTH SIDESAND SIGN THE EMERGENCY SIDE AND RETURN TO SCHOOL AS
SOON ASPOSSIBLE. PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR PHONE NUMBER AND ANY
CHANGE OF ADDRESS. (WE NEED THISINFORMATION TO UPDATE OUR
RECORDYS).

FIREDRILLS

Firedrills are required by state law to behdd every month of theschool year. Each teacher
will inform her students of therouteto take duringafiredrill. Therouteto thenearest exit will
beused. Students are to proceed in aquiet and orderly manne during ther exit of the building.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

In the event of a severe storm early dismissal and school cancellations will be announced
onradio station KFAB AND KOLN-TV. Parents should keep their radiostuned to one of
these stations during periods of severe weather conditions. Pleasefill out the Early
Emergency Form that isthelag pageof thishandbook and send it with your child to
higher teacher. Thismust be donethefirst week of school.

STUDENT INSURANCE

Student insurance is available to all interested students. Coverageis provided by a major
insurance company at reasonable rates. Different plansof coverage are available to protect a
student during school hours or for twenty-four hous.

STUDENT MEDICATION

Medicationsfor a student will be administered by school personné only when accompanied
with awritten directive and permission from the phydcian and written pemission fromthe
parent or guadian. Unde no circumstances will medication be administered tha is not
broughtto schoolin the prescription container, properly labded, induding: child'sname,
physcian'sname and directionsfor administering.

1. Written orders (therequired form onthefollowing pageis available in the school office)
from the student's physcian mug beonfile in theschool stating:

Student's name

Name of drug

Dosge

Purpo< of themedication

Time of day medicationisto begiven

Anticipaed nunmber of days it needsto be given in school

g. Possible side effects

2. Themedication mug bebroughtto schoolin a container appropriately labded by the
phamacy or physcian.

3. Anindividud record will bekept of such prescription medication administered by school
personnd.

4. Medication will be stored in a clean, locked cabinet or container. Any exceptions(asthma
inhders, etc.) to this provison mug be specifically stated by the physcian onthewritten form.

P Q0o

Unless these requirements can be met, medicationswill notbe administered at school.

11



Wahoo Public Schools
School District #39
Wahoo, Nebraska

Prescription M edication Per mission and Instruction Form

Parent Permission: Date:
Student's Name: Age
Address:

School Grade: Teacher:

| hereby grant permission for the abovenamed school to supervise the prescribed
medication routine below described for the above named child.

Parent Signature
Physician's Direction:
Prescription and instructions

Starting date: Termination date:

Doctor requests teacher's comments:

Please observethe following

Physician's Signature
In the event that giving of emergency medication seems apparent and the school nurseis
not in the building in which the student islocated, the student will betransported to the
nearby emergency room, school personnel will not be held liable for eventsoccurring en
route to the hospital.

12



Signatur e of Parent

Student Support Systeme_Vision and Mission
Wahoo Public SchoolsOmission, with the support of our community, isto
develop capable and responsible lifelong learners.

The Sudent Suppot Systemo will fulfill the District Mission Statement.
¥ By clarifying parent, student and staff member responsbilities.

The Sudent Suppot Systeme wasdeveloped andrefined:
¥ Tohdp al students succeed academically, behaviorally and civicaly in an efficient
manne.
¥ Tobuild asystem tha is consstent building to building, teacher to teacher. To
eliminae problem areas so teachers can teach and students can learn.

The Sudent Suppot Systemo is designed to meet the needsof:
Students

Parents

Community

Staff members

Administration

Fedea and State Government

KK KK KK

The following sources of information were used to identify the Sudent Suppot Systemo
needs

Community sets expectationgstandards

Parent committees

Optionin/out data

Observationin theclassroom

Officereferrals

Informal conwersations

Parent Suveys

KK KKK KK
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Student Support Systeme Goals

A cademic

Behavior

Civic

] BeOn Timeand
Prepared for Learning

0 Complete Assigned Tasks
On-Time

] Strive for Academic
Success

O UseWork-Time
Appropriately

[0 Demonstr ate Respect for
People and Property

[0 Respond Appropriately
to Staff Member
Directives

O Contribute
Constructively to
Community

O Interact Effectively v
Others

O Fulfill Legal
Requirements
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