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WAHOO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
WAHOO, NEBRASKA 

STUDENT PARENT HANDBOOK 
This handbook is presented with the hope that it will help students and parents become more 
familiar with our school.  It contains information and details about the day-to-day operation of 
the school.  If you have questions, please call the building principal, Jane Wiebold (443-4250), 
or your child's teacher.   
    WAHOO ELEMENTARY STAFF 
 
Principal   Jane Wiebold 
Secretary   Colleen Sutton & Linda MacDonald 
Kindergarten   Michelle Britton, Mary Larsen, & Judy Stukenholtz 
First Grade   Kelly Meier, Natalie Sherman & Pam Trutna 
Second Grade   Jeanette Goodding, Bev Lindstrom, & Deb Rubesh 
Third Grade   Jacque Jensen, Curtis Carlson & Fran Vanek 
Fourth Grade   Wes Kramer, Lucinda Quick & Laurie Pearson 
Fifth Grade   Jayson Iversen,  Nancy Teetor, & Verna Rezac 
Spanish   Katrina Christen 
School Nurse   Mary Specht 
Media/Library/Technology Dave Privett 
Technology Coordinator Vicki Jones 
Counselor   Ann Egr 
Music/Gifted Coordinator Sheryl Stouffer 
Art    Staci Pierce 
Physical Education  Kathy Anderson 
Title I Reading  Paula Conrad & Patti Inbody 
Speech/Language  Jana Marco 
Special Education  Valerie Lindgren 
Resource   Joni Pearson 
Resource   Mandy Eddie 
Resource   Dolores Maly  
Special Education Director Shelley Maass 
Teacher Assistants  Lori Arent-Computer 
    Ann O'Sullivan-Kindergarten 
    Chelsea Dunbar -Kindergarten 
    Deb Spicka-Special Education 
    Erin Harmon-Special Education 
    Allissa Knuth-Special Education    
    Cathy Watts-Special Education 
    Kim Lindgren-Special Education 
    Roxanne Malousek-Special Education 
Custodians   Gary Ruzek & Doug Worley 
Kitchen   Margo Koranda, Carol Fiala & Loretta Koresky  
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MISSION OF THE WAHOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
" THE MISSION OF THE WAHOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS, WITH THE SUPPORT OF OUR 
COMMUNITY IS TO DEVELOP CAPABLE AND RESPONSIBLE LIFE-LONG 
LEARNERS"  
 
SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY 
 
It is the basic philosophy of the Wahoo Public Schools that there should be provisions for a set 
of common learning skills, habits, attitudes, and character traits essential to our culture; thus, 
inspiring all students to act in the interest of the general welfare and to assume a mature 
responsibility for their own acts in our democratic society. 
 
The educational program is to have such breadth and depth as to challenge the more capable as 
well as to develop all other students to their maximum capabilities.  The educational program is 
organized and maintained as a unified system of instruction, employing a reasonable balance 
among academic subjects and other activities. 
 
 

ST U D E N T  SE C T I O NST U D E N T  SE C T I O N   
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND RIGHTS 

 In order to establish and maintain a positive educational atmosphere within our school, 
certain rules and regulations must be followed by the students. The following rules and standards 
apply to school and any school event, whether on or off school grounds. 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
1. Be on time and prepared for learning 
2. Complete assigned tasks on time 
3. Strive for academic success 
4. Use work time appropriately 
5. Demonstrate respect for people and property 
6. Respond appropriately to staff member directives 
7. Contribute constructively to community 
8. Interact effectively with others 
9. Fulfill legal requirements 
 
STUDENT RIGHTS 
1. To receive competent instruction in a relevant curriculum. 
2. To attend a school which is clean, safe, and reasonably equipped for learning. 
3. To have a framework for student government for student sharing in decision making. 
4. To have access to printed copies of school regulations. 
5. To privacy of personal belongings provided they are not injurious to other students or 
disruptive to the learning environment. 
6. To appeal through normal channels, including courts or civil authorities, any decision of the 
school administration. 
 
COMPUTER USE GUIDELINES 
1. Students will respect copyright laws and will not make unauthorized copies of software. 
2. Students will not intentionally access information that may be obscene or offensive toward 
any other individuals, nor will students place any such information on the network or Internet. 
3. Students will respect the security of any computer system or network and will not try to 
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gain unauthorized access to system programs, computer systems, or another personÕs files. 
4. Students will not use the computer systems to disturb or harass other computer users. 
5. Students will use the computer equipment to meet instructional objectives not as 
entertainment. 
6. Students will not waste or take supplies and will print only when necessary to complete an 
assignment. 
7. Students will not use the network for financial gain or any commercial or illegal activity. 
8. Students will not engage in vandalism, including bypassing security systems, harming or 
destroying any data on the WPS network or the Internet, or intentionally share computer viruses. 
9. Students will be responsible for any damage on any hardware or software. 
10. Students must understand that WPS is not responsible for any expense incurred or 
purchases made while accessing any on-line services. 
The violation of any of the above guidelines may result in the suspension of computer privileges 
and/or additional disciplinary consequences. 
 
YOUR SCHOOL FRIENDS 
Welcome to Wahoo Elementary School.  Your School is a special place.  At school you learn 
from books and from other people.  Even though all the people you meet at school may not 
become your best friends, you can still get along with everyone.  Remember friends aren't 
always your own age. Many people have friends that are older and younger than they are.  
When you come to school remember that the principal, teachers, and the other grownups are 
your friends too.  These adults are here to help you and to teach you. By being friendly and 
polite you will find that your teachers will become trusted and dependable friends. 
 
IN CLASS 
Classes are the most important part of your school day.  You will find that some classes you 
will like more than others, but if you always do your best they will all be more interesting and 
you will learn more. 
 
Be sure you are ready with your materials and ready to take part.  There will be times when 
interruptions cause you to wait, please exercise self-control.  Be reliable when the teacher is not 
watching you. 
 
LUNCHROOM 
Do your part to keep the lunchroom a pleasant place. Remember your table manners while 
eating.  Don't forget that your body needs all kinds of foods, try at least a little of everything 
and don't waste your food.  Clean up all papers, containers, straws, and sacks when you are 
finished. 
 
L IBRARY 
While you are in the library/media center, keep your voice in a whisper.  Remember, there are 
others working in the area. Take care of all books, magazines and materials you borrow. Be 
sure to return everything you checkout on time.  You are responsible for the materials checked 
out in your name. 
 
LOCKERS 
 Keep your lockers clean. The lockers belong to the school and may be inspected by the 
principal or his/her designee whenever it is deemed necessary to do so. All lockers will be cleaned 
prior to checking out the last day of school. 
 Lockers will be randomly assigned.  Students are to use the lockers that are assigned to 



 5 

them. Trading lockers or sharing lockers is not advised  
 
RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are not meeting places or places to visit with your friends.  Take care of the 
restroom and help keep them clean.  Never mark on the walls.  Always wash your hands before 
you leave. 
 
SCHOOL PROPERTY 
A school is public property.  It belongs to the citizens, and is for the use of everyone in the 
community.  Things in the school are there for your use and for you to take care of.  Take pride 
in caring for our school, it belongs to you.   
 
TELEPHONE 
Telephones in the school are for business use, and should be used by students only in the case 
of emergencies.   
 
ASSEMBLIES 
Assemblies can be enjoyable learning experiences.  When you are at an assembly be sure you 
give the performers and speakers your attention, and save your talking for later. If you like 
what you see or hear you may clap your hands at the appropriate time.  Remember not to boo, 
yell, whistle, or stomp your feet. 
 
PLAYGROUND 
When you use equipment that belongs to the school, make sure that you return it when you are 
through playing with it. Everyone should help keep the playground neat and clean by using 
trash cans for litter.  Help take care of the grass and plants. 
 
Please do not br ing any toys from home to school to play with. 
 
BRINGING TREATS TO SCHOOL 
Students are allowed to bring treats to school to celebrate their birthdays, however, these treats 
must be commercially purchased.  This is for your protection as well as the schools.  No gum is 
allowed at school. 
 
Invitations to birthday parties may be distributed on school grounds only if every student in the 
classroom receives one. 

 
 

GETTING TO SCHOOL AND GOING HOME 
 
WALKING 
If you are walking to school be sure to obey traffic rules. Respect private property.  Stay on 
sidewalks and don't take shortcuts across other peoples' property. 
BICYCLES 
If you ride your bike, you must obey traffic laws.  Use hand signals and give people that walk 
the right of way.  Please walk your bike on school property for the safety of others. 
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BUS 
Remember that the bus driver is responsible for getting everyone on the bus to school and back 
home safely.  Your good manners will help them do their job.  Listen to the bus driver, he is the 
boss on the bus.  He will tell you the bus rules, and it is your job to obey them. 
 

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY RULES 
 
PREVIOUS TO LOADING 
 
1.  Be on time at the designated school bus stops - keep the bus on schedule. 
2.  Stay off the road at all times while waiting for the bus.  Bus riders conduct themselves in a 
safe manner while waiting. 
3.  Do not move toward the bus at the school loading zone until the buses have been brought to 
a complete stop. 
4.  Wait until the bus comes to a complete stop before attempting to enter the bus. 
5.  No bats, balls, or personal playground equipment on the bus. 
 
WHILE ON THE BUS 
No food or beverages will be allowed on the bus unless they are for a school-
sponsored activity. 
Keep hands and head inside the bus at all times after entering and until leaving the bus. 
Assist in keeping the bus safe and sanitary at all times. 
Remember that loud talking and laughing or unnecessary confusion diverts the driver's 
attention. 
Treat bus equipment as you would valuable furniture in your own house.  Damage to seats, etc., 
must be paid for by the offender. 
Never tamper with the bus or any of its equipment. 
Leave no books, lunches or other articles on the bus. No bottles of any kind may be taken on 
the bus.  No open beverage cans may be carried onto the bus or consumed while on the bus. 
Keep books, packages, coats, and all other objects out of the aisles. 
Remain on the bus in case of a road emergency, unless directed by the driver to do otherwise. 
Do not throw anything out of the bus window. 
Remain in your seats while the bus is in motion. 
Be courteous to fellow pupils, the bus driver, and the driver's assistants. 
Keep absolutely quiet when approaching a railroad crossing stop. 
Parents will be notified if there is continuous misconduct on the bus.  Bus rider may be denied 
the privilege of riding. 
While you are on the bus, you are in the driver's charge and you must obey him promptly and 
cheerfully, also, any student assistant that is officially designated. 
Inform driver, if possible, when rider will be absent. 
 
AFTER LEAVING THE BUS 
1.  Cross the road, when necessary after getting off the bus (at least ten feet in front of the bus), 
but only after looking to be sure that there is no traffic approaching from either direction. 
2.  Help look after the safety and comfort of small children. 
3.  Be alert to the danger signal from driver. 
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4.  Do not leave the bus at places other than the regular bus stop unless proper authorization has 
been given in advance by parent and school officials. 
 
EXTRA CURRICULAR TRIPS 
1.  The above rules and regulations as well as those found in the student handbook apply to any 
trip under school sponsorship. 
2.  Pupils shall respect the wishes of a competent chaperone appointed by the school. 
 
VIOLATIONS 
1.  Violations will be reported to the respective principals.  Severe violations could result in the 
loss of bus riding privileges on a temporary or permanent basis. 
 
SAFETY TIPS 
Whenever possible walk or ride your bike with a friend. 
 
Go directly to and from school.  Don't stop somewhere unless you have your parent's 
permission. 
 
If someone you know asks you for directions, answer quickly from a distance without stopping. 
 
Don't accept a ride from anyone unless your parents have given you permission. 
 

PA R E N T  SE C T I O NPA R E N T  SE C T I O N   
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
 
 Kindergarten-Fifth Grades First Bell 8:05 
     Tardy Bell 8:10 
     Dismissal 3:10 
     Lunch  11:20-12:35 
    LUNCH  &  BREAKFAST PRICES 
     Milk    $    .30 
     Breakfast   $    .80 
     Lunch    $  1.40   
       Adult tickets   $  2.25 
Notice:  Due to the extra bookkeeping required students will not be allowed to charge 
lunches.  Please check with your child to be cer tain that he/she has  lunch money each 
day!  We will be unable to provide a meal for any child not having a ticket. 
 
PTO 
The Wahoo Elementary community has a Parent Teacher Organization and would like to invite 
you to be an active member.   The meetings are held in the Elementary Library on the first 
Monday of each month.  Childcare for ages two and up may be arranged with prior notice.
  
  
EARLY DISMISSAL 



 8 

Early dismissals and late starts will be published in the school newsletter and our monthly 
calendar.  Notes will be sent home whenever possible.  On some days prior to vacations and 
parent/teacher conferences school will be dismissed at 1:00 P.M.  Please consult the school 
annual calendar in this handbook for further details. 
  
ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL 
Students should arrive at school no earlier than 7:55 A.M. unless they are asked to come earlier 
by a teacher for extra instruction or participation in school breakfast.  Special permission for 
children to arrive prior to 7:55 A.M. will be granted to those parents who find it absolutely 
necessary. Parents wishing to bring children to school earlier than 7:55 A.M., should call Jane 
Wiebold at 443-4250. Doors to classrooms will not be open until 8:05 A.M. Students who must 
arrive early will be supervised in the gym if the weather is inclement or on the playground until 
8:05 A.M. 
 
BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
Children are allowed in the school at 7:45 to eat breakfast.  On Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday cold cereal is served.  On Tuesday and Thursday a hot breakfast is served. Students who 
qualify for free or reduced lunch also qualify for free or reduced breakfast. 
 
FIELD TRIPS AND EXCURSIONS 
School trips and excursions can be an important part of the educational process.  From these 
experiences first hand information is gained which cannot be learned as well in any other way.  
The school will ask for the parent's written approval for all trips out of town.  Parent volunteers 
may be requested and numbers limited due to transportation limitations. 
 
PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW 
Section 1119 of Title I Schools in Nebraska states that all parents have the right to request the 
qualifications of teachers.  You may request a copy of your child's teacher from the building 
principal or the Superintendent's office. 
 
STUDENT FEES 
Students at Wahoo Public School have fees for various activities and items.  Waivers for any 
fees are available from the building principal's office.  These waivers are based on the free and 
reduced lunch application guidelines.  HS and Middle School students who participate in 
activities are required to obtain an activity pass which is good for attendance at all activities.  
The cost of the pass is $25 per year. 
 
PARENT VISITS TO SCHOOL 
 
The school extends to all parents a sincere invitation to visit school at any time.  However, to 
insure the safety of all students, we require that you check in the office upon arrival.   Please 
contact the office before coming to visit so that we can check the teacher's schedule to insure 
that you may observe the subject of interest.   
  
STUDENT VISITORS 
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Students from other schools who wish to visit our school must have the permission of the 
building principal prior to the visit.  Visits, for a short part of the day, maybe approved for 
students who have close relatives visiting from another town or community if they are about 
the same age as the Wahoo Elementary student. 
 
PETS AND SCHOOL 
Pets will not be allowed in the school building or on school grounds.  This will be strictly 
enforced! We need to consider the possible allergic reactions children may have or the 
possibility of a bite or scratch from a pet.  From time to time the school has animals which the 
students do not have an opportunity to see such as farm and zoo animals at school.  If your 
child is allergic to any of these animals please let the school nurse know.   
 
STUDENT DRESS CODE 
Students are expected to dress appropriately and in such attire that does not interfere with the 
orderly operation of the school.  It is impossible to make a list of all possible attire choices, 
which may cause a distraction, but the following guidelines should be considered when making 
those choices:  
1. Students should not wear clothing that is too revealing of undergarments, private body parts 
or midriff. 
2. Students should not wear clothing that advertises something that is illegal for minors or 
sexual in nature. 
3. Students should not wear hats or head coverings in the building. 
The staff and building principal will judge the appropriateness of a studentÕs attire.  If 
determined to be inappropriate the student will be asked to make the necessary changes and the 
studentÕs parent/guardian will be notified. Repeated offenses will lead to more severe 
consequences. 
 
Physical Education Attire 
Students will be requested to wear tennis shoes on PE days.  Tennis shoes are for the child's 
safety as well as protection of our facility.  Please see the principal if you are unable to secure 
tennis shoes. 
 
 

GRADES AND REPORTS 
 
The students in grades K-3 are given a report which indicates achievement and citizenship in 
each area of the curriculum  No letter grades are given until grades 4 & 5.  In addition to the 
written reports, parent-teacher conferences will be held and parents may check attendance, 
lunch account balances and grades (grades 4& 5) on Power School. The following is the 
grading scale: 
 
  A  93-100  Excellent 
 B  86-92  Above average 
 C  78-85  Average 
 D  70-77  Below average 
 F  Below 70 Failing 
 S  Satisfactory 
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 U  Unsatisfactory  
 

ATTENDANCE 
ARTICLE 2, SECTION ¤79-201 - compulsory education in all Nebraska School Districts:  Minimum 
required attendance. 
 ÒEvery person residing in a school district within the state of Nebraska who has a legal or actual 
charge or control on any child not less than seven years of age, shall cause each child to attend school 
regularly.  The public, private or denominational or parochial schools each day that such schools are 
open and in session except when excused by school authorities, or unless such child has been graduated 
from high school.  The term shall not be less than nine months in any district.Ó 
 Regular student attendance is a positive and important habit related to academic success. Good 
attendance demonstrates responsibility and reflects well on the individual. At this stage of a young 
person's life, school is their job and is their most important business. The Wahoo Elementary School 
staff is committed to enabling student success in school and life.  The following attendance rules are 
designed with the success of the student in mind. 
 We realize that student absences occur that are legitimate and unavoidable. The Wahoo 
Elementary School administration desires to promote fair and proper attendance rules that recognize 
student and family needs. 
Guidelines and procedures for reporting student absences: 
A call from a parent or guardian is needed each day a student is absent from school.  This is necessary to 
assure school personnel that parents are aware that the student did not arrive at school.  This also insures 
that no misunderstanding as to the type of absence occurs. Please call the offi ce before 9:00 A. M.  
Parents of students who are absent will be called if the offi ce in not notifi ed.  Voice mail is available for 
parents to leave messages when the offi ce is not staffed. 
PROCEDURES 
A. After seven (7) days of absence per semester, parents will be notifi ed of the absences by a letter 
from the principal. 
B. When students miss ten (10) or more days from class and the absences were not due to court 
placement or extended illness, parents and students will  be notifi ed of the absences by a letter.  The 
letter will also be sent to the County Attorney in accordance with State Law, ARTICLE 2, SECTION 
¤79-201 and WPS School Board Policy 503.4. 
  
In the interest of the safety of your child, please complete the EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
CARD and return it to school as soon as possible. 
 

TARDIES 
 
Entering school late is distracting to students and staff. Students are expected to be in their 
assigned classroom and prepared to learn by the time the tardy bell has sounded. Arrival to class 
after the start of the period will be recorded as tardy unless the student has received a pass from a 
staff member. A student arriving to class without the necessary materials will be considered tardy. 
  
Starting with the second tardy in one quarter the student will begin with the first problem-solving 
session of the Student Support System. Each tardy in the same class during the same quarter will 
result in the next problem-solving session until the fourth tardy, which will then be referred to the 
principal. The principal will assign a detention and contact the parent.  Each additional tardy in 
any class during the quarter will result in detentions or suspensions and parent notification. 
 
 
EMERGENCY CARD 



 11 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE ENROLLMENT/EMERGENCY CARD THAT WI LL 
ACCOMPANY THIS HANDBOOK.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU FILL OUT 
BOTH SIDES AND SIGN THE EMERGENCY SIDE AND RETURN TO SCHOOL AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE.  PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR PHONE NUMBER AND ANY 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.  (WE NEED THIS INFORMATION TO UPDATE OUR 
RECORDS). 
 
FIRE DRILLS 
Fire drills are required by state law to be held every month of the school year.  Each teacher 
will inform her students of the route to take during a fire drill.  The route to the nearest exit will 
be used.  Students are to proceed in a quiet and orderly manner during their exit of the building. 
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER 
In the event of a severe storm early dismissal and school cancellations will be announced 
on radio station KFAB AND KOLN-TV. Parents should keep their  radios tuned to one of 
these stations dur ing per iods of severe weather  conditions.  Please fill out the Early 
Emergency Form that is the last page of this handbook and send it with your  child to 
his/her  teacher.  This must be done the first week of school. 
 
STUDENT INSURANCE 
Student insurance is available to all interested students. Coverage is provided by a major 
insurance company at reasonable rates.  Different plans of coverage are available to protect a 
student during school hours or for twenty-four hours. 
 
STUDENT MEDICATION 
Medications for a student will be administered by school personnel only when accompanied 
with a written directive and permission from the physician and written permission from the 
parent or guardian.  Under no circumstances will medication be administered that is not 
brought to school in the prescription container, properly labeled, including:  child's name, 
physician's name and directions for administering. 
1. Written orders (the required form on the following page is available in the school office) 
from the student's physician must be on file in the school stating: 
a. Student's name 
b. Name of drug 
c. Dosage 
d. Purpose of the medication 
e. Time of day medication is to be given 
f. Anticipated number of days it needs to be given in school 
g. Possible side effects 
2. The medication must be brought to school in a container appropriately labeled by the 
pharmacy or physician. 
3. An individual record will be kept of such prescription medication administered by school 
personnel. 
4. Medication will be stored in a clean, locked cabinet or container.  Any exceptions (asthma 
inhalers, etc.) to this provision must be specifically stated by the physician on the written form. 
 
Unless these requirements can be met, medications will not be administered at school. 
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Wahoo Public Schools 
School Distr ict #39 
Wahoo, Nebraska 

 
Prescr iption Medication Permission and Instruction Form 
 
 
Parent Permission:      Date:_______________________ 
 
Student's Name: _____________________________________ Age:_______________ 
  
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
School ______________________ Grade: ___________ Teacher:____________________ 
 
I  hereby grant permission for the above named school to supervise the prescr ibed 
medication routine below descr ibed for the above named child. 
            
          
   
 _________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature 
Physician's Direction: 
Prescr iption and instructions 
 
 
 
  
Starting date: __________________________ Termination date:_____________________ 
 
Doctor requests teacher 's comments: 
       
       
Please observe the following 
       
       
 
     
 _________________________________________     
  

Physician's Signature 
In the event that giving of emergency medication seems apparent and the school nurse is 
not in the building in which the student is located, the student will be transported to the 
nearby emergency room, school personnel will not be held liable for events occurr ing en 
route to the hospital. 
       
      _______________________________________ 
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Signature of Parent 

 
Student Support System© Vision and Mission 

Wahoo Public SchoolsÕ mission, with the support of our  community, is to 
develop capable and responsible life long learners. 

 
The Student Support System© will fulfill the District Mission Statement. 

¥ By clarifying parent, student and staff member responsibilities. 
 
The Student Support System© was developed and refined: 

¥ To help all students succeed academically, behaviorally and civically in an efficient 
manner. 

¥ To build a system that is consistent building to building, teacher to teacher. To 
eliminate problem areas so teachers can teach and students can learn. 
 

The Student Support System© is designed to meet the needs of: 
¥ Students 
¥ Parents 
¥ Community 
¥ Staff members 
¥ Administration 
¥ Federal and State Government 
 

The following sources of information were used to identify the Student Support System© 
needs: 

¥ Community sets expectations/standards  
¥ Parent committees  
¥ Option in/out data  
¥ Observation in the classroom 
¥ Office referrals  
¥ Informal conversations 
¥ Parent Surveys 
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Student Support System© Goals 
 

Academic Behavior  Civic 
 Be On Time and 

Prepared for Learning 
 
  Complete Assigned Tasks 

On-Time 
 
 Str ive for Academic 

Success  

  Use Work-Time 
Appropr iately 

 
 Demonstrate Respect for 

People and Proper ty 
 
  Respond Appropr iately 

to Staff Member  
Directives 

 Contr ibute 
Constructively to 
Community 

 
 Interact Effectively with 

Others 
 
 Fulfill Legal 

Requirements 
 
 
 

 


